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Prescription Drug Plan Saving Seniors Money

may 2, 2006                   Volume 4, Issue 15 

 The new Medicare prescription drug plan is already 
working for the more than 29 million seniors who are now en-
rolled in the program.  In the 31st District, 64 percent of seniors 
who are eligible for Medicare Part D now have Medicare pre-
scription drug coverage.  This is great news for our area seniors 
who are seeing the benefi ts of this plan.  
 Before being enrolled in this comprehensive prescription 
drug benefi t, many seniors paid large sums of their fi xed income 
towards expensive medication. Some seniors were forced to cut 
back on their drug dosage or forgo them altogether because of 
cost.  No senior should ever have to make that decision.
 When Congress crafted the prescription drug benefi t, it 
was a priority to introduce a competitive pricing structure to the 
process in order to lower drug costs for seniors.  As expected, 
competition is having the intended effect - it is driving down 
drug prices and premiums for seniors; there are many plans 
available with no premiums or no deductibles.  According to 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS), a typical benefi ciary 
with no coverage today will save about 50 percent on prescrip-
tion drug costs under the new program.  Not only are seniors 
very satisfi ed with the coverage they are receiving with the new 
benefi t, they are also saving money.  The Medicare prescription 
drug benefi t has already lowered premiums to an average of $25 
per month, down from prior estimates of $37 per month. 
 The prescription drug benefi t constitutes the largest 
single change to the Medicare program since its creation forty 
years ago.  And although there have been some glitches along the 

Dear Friends, 
 This week in Congress my colleagues and I remain committed to ensur-
ing affordable energy for every American.  We are considering a number of 
legislative proposals that will help ease the burden of increased fuel costs.
 We will also consider bills that will strengthen port security and that will 
enhance transparency and accountability in Congress.
 You may also be interested to learn that Scott and White and Humana 
Military Healthcare Services (HMHS) have agreed to open the system’s primary 
care services to local TRICARE benefi ciaries effective June 1st.  I am pleased 
by this news, as this valuable partnership will greatly benefi t Fort Hood’s sol-
diers, area military retirees and their families,

       Until next week,

       



way, it is important to note that seniors who are enrolled with the program are now seeing the 
benefi ts.  The Washington Times reported that a survey by America’s Health Insurance Plans 
shows that of the seniors who signed up for the Medicare drug benefi t, the vast majority, 84 
percent, had no diffi culties enrolling. Two-thirds indicated that fi nding the right plan is worth 
the effort of shopping around. And for those who were automatically enrolled, 90 percent had 
little diffi culty receiving their prescription drugs.
 For seniors with limited means, additional help is available.  About one-third of all 
people with Medicare will qualify for extra assistance that will cover between 85 percent and 
almost 100 percent of prescription drug costs. More than one million low-income seniors have 
been approved for the extra fi nancial assistance.
 American seniors throughout the country are sharing their stories of success.  The New 
York Times reported, When Virginia G. Shores went to a pharmacy here to pick up fi ve pre-
scriptions, she thought she heard the pharmacist say she owed $250, but she was wrong. The 
cost, with her new Medicare prescription drug card, was just $50.
 “I was fl abbergasted,” said Mrs. Shores, whose kitchen counter looks like a medicine 
chest, full of pills for high blood pressure, heart failure, arthritis, nerve pain and lung disease.
Mrs. Shores, 80, had been buying medicines from a mail-order pharmacy in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, but now uses Medicare instead. “I was amazed at the amount of money it saved,” Mrs. 
Shores said. “It was hard to believe.” 
 Charlene G. Bandurski, who had polio as a young child, was not enthusiastic about the 
prospect of signing up for the Medicare drug benefi t. Indeed, she said: “I looked forward to it 
with dread. We had heard that it was a mess, and so confusing.”
 But since signing up in December, Ms. Bandurski said, she has been pleasantly sur-
prised. “For a medicine that cost $120, we now pay $20,” she said. “At fi rst, you don’t believe 
it. It’s almost like it’s too good to be true.”
 For American seniors the choice is easy: enroll now, and start saving.  If you are eligi-
ble for this benefi t and have yet to sign up, or if you would like more information, you can visit 
the Medicare website at www.medicare.gov or call a Medicare representative who is available 
24 hours a day, seven days a week at 1-800-MEDICARE. For those of you who are signed up, 
congratulations and spread the news of the benefi ts you are now receiving.

REMINDER: COMMUNITY OFFICE HOURS
Congressman Carter’s staff will hold community offi ce hours at the following times 
and locations. The staff will be able to meet with residents to listen to their concerns 

and provide assistance with regard to federal issues and federal agencies.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2006
8:30 am – 10:30 am

COPPERAS COVE
Chamber of Commerce – Conference Room 

204 E. Robertson Ave.
Copperas Cove, TX, 76522  

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2006           
9:00am – 11:00am 

MARLIN
Marlin City Hall - Council Chambers

101 Fortune St.
Marlin, Texas

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2006
9:00 am – 11:00 am

CAMERON
Bea’s Kitchen

101 E. Main Street
Cameron, Texas

Cong. Carter Meets with Hispanic Advisory Council

 I had the opportunity last week to meet with my Hispanic Advisory Council to discuss a 
variety of issues including border security and immigration.  The council is comprised of nearly 
20 local Hispanic leaders.  Through council discussions I will be able to gain a better under-
staing of the concerns of the Central Texas Hispanic community and the 31st District.  I look 
forward to having their assistance as I continue to serve the people of Central Texas. 
 Congressman Carter serves on the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland 
Security, which provides funding for Customs and Border Patrol and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.
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ACROSS
5. Minimum age required to be President of the United States.
6. Election Day
10. The original member who introduces a bill.
11. Legislative chamber where revenue bills must be introduced.

DOWN
1. A division of voters by neighborhood.
2. Legislative body which has 100 members.
3. The term (in years) of a U.S. Senator.
4. By refusing to sign a bill, the President or Governor uses this power.
5. Number of terms the President may be elected.
7. Federal Court consisting of nine judges.
8. Democrat candidate running for President in the year 2000.
9. Republican candidate running for President in the year 2000.   *Answers page 4



Color the President

Presidential Number: 26th
Years he was President: 1901--1909
State Represented: New York
Party Affi liation: Republican 
Fact(s): Born and died in New York. 
First president to ride in a car wile 
president.

Personal
Birthday: October 27, 1858
How old would he be this year? 148
School(s) attended: Harvard University, 
Columbia University Law School
Wife: Alice Roosevelt, fi rst wife, Edith 
Roosevelt, second wife

Occupation(s) before he was President: Offi cer in 
the Naional Guard, New York police commissioner
Other way(s) he served: Governor of New York, 
Vice President, Assistant Secretary of the Navy
Height: 5 feet, 10 inches
Hobbies or Sports: Boxing, hunting, jujitsu, riding, 
shooting, tennis, wrestling
Pets: Macaw, Ponies

Life in America
How would he have traveled? Car
How would he have communicated with his friends? 
Telephone, typed letter. telegram
U.S. Population when term began: 75,994,575
Number of stars on fl ag when he left offi ce: 46 

Theodore Roosevelt

ACROSS: 5. Thirtyfi ve; 6. Tuesday; 10. Sponsor; 11. House
DOWN: 1. Precinct; 2. Senate; 3. Six; 4. Veto; 5. Two; 7. Supreme; 8. Gore; 9. Bush 


